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Current proposals on alternative defence 
The notion of ccalternative defence,, 
is subject to different interpreta- 
tions, as much because different 
concepts are used, as because the 
option which follow from these con- 
cepts are in themselves diverse. The 
present article tries to outline the 
different proposals that the inter- 
national community is offering, in 
order to review in depth the cu- 
rrent models of defense: minimum 
deterrence, infranuclear military 
defence, non-military defence, and 
mixed defence. Particular attention 
is gi-;ca to those proposals inten- 
ded to achieve a peripheral defense 
with high technology, or a territo- 
rial defence by means of techno- 
commandos, as well as to the con- 
cept of cctransarmaments, and to 
the different conceptions of civil 
defence and non-violent popular de- 
fence. 
Recession, debt and Counter-lnsurgency 
in Latin America 
As of the end of 1984, the future 
pf Latin America is characteristi- 
cally ambiguous. 
After the democratic election in 
Uruguay, political analysts have 
been drawing a balance on the pro- 
gress of democracy in the conti- 
nent. Using rather a wide concep- 
tion of democracy, it is possible to 
arrive at moderately optimistic 
conclusion. The military dictator- 
ships of Argentina and Uruguay have 
given way to civilian governments. 
'The military dictator of Chile has 
begun to worry his friends and pro- 
tectors in the U.S. State Department, 
and he has a serious run-in with the 
Church. There has been a democra- 
tic opening in Brazil with he election 
of the first civilian president in 
twenty years. Only the Paraguyan 
dictatorship continues without subs- 
tantial challenge. 
In Central America the political 
situation is not so optimistic. Des- 
piste the elections which have been 
held. Various factors taken together 
make this part of Iatin America one 
of the world's hot spots: the perma- 
nent agression agains Nicaragua 
on political, military, and economic 
fronts; the ccfriendlya occupation of 
Honduras by the U.S. Army; the 
continuation of insurgent move- 
ments in Guatemala and El Salva- 
dor. This is no peace, economic mi- 
sery continues increasing and the- 
rewith the sufferings of a population 
whose only hope, necessarily partial, 
is emigration. In Central America 
there are very few reasons for opti- 
mism, and teh only one there is, the 
Nicaraguan revolution, is seriously 
threatened. 
The other countries, traditionally 
inore democratic and politically sta- 
ble -considered in terms of the al- 
ways realtive stability of Latin Ame- 
rica- continue the struggle to neu- 
tralize intended coup d'etats by pro- 
fessional ((Savours of the Father- 
landn on the hand, and the demands 
of radical groups on the other. Co- 
lumbia, the Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Panama, and especialy Bo- 
livia are the principal trapeze artists 
on this lightrope of controlled demo- 
cracy. Peru, disgracefully have been 
heud, various factors come together 
to malce this regions on of the 
world's trouble spots, is starting off 
again on the road which led to its 
ruin twventy-five years ago. Mean- 
while, Mexico and Venezuela are li- 
ving with the political and economic 
contradictions of their wealth, ho- 
ping desperately that the future will 
no be as unmanageable as the pre- 
sent. 
Haiti, with its anachronistic dic- 
tartorship and its long record of de- 
grading poverty, is the shame (of 
the poor but resplendent) Caribbean, 
where only Cuba has eliminated po- 
verty and has restored the dignity of 
its workers and peasants. Cuba, res- 
pected and feared, continues to be 
the only territory of America free of 
U.S. imperialism; and because of 
this it is a congtant source of impe- 
ration for the progressive and popu- 
lar movents o£ all of Latin Ame- 
rica. 
Overall in Latin America in the 
last ten years, there has been pro- 
gress towards parleamentary demo- 
cracy of the European and Western 
kind. There are now fewer dictator- 
ship than there where ten years 
ago, and while this is very positive, 
there are stell to many cases of a 
more democratic appearance which 
serves to hide the real power of the 
most reactionary forces of society, 
such as the landlors, the army, and 
the U.S. embassy. Such is the case 
in El Salvador, Guatemala, Hondu- 
ras, Panama, and increasingly,Peru. 
Furthermore, while in the political 
realm there have been some bases 
for optimism about Latin American, 
in the economic sphere there are 
none. 
The economies of Latin America, 
except perhaps those of Brazil and 
Mexico, continue to deteriorate. The 
outlook is pessimistic, even disolate. 
Just to take a look a these coun- 
tries is to see everywhere the 
unemployment, misery, popular 
protests, and economic difficulties 
which endanger the consolidation 
of democratic regimes. 
The socio-economic situation of Nicaragua 
in the new model of development. 
The triumph of the Sandanista revo- 
lution opened up a wicle range of 
social, economic, and political trans- 
formations, the goals oi  wich are: 
firstly, to increase the social wel- 
fare of the popular sectors; second- 
ly, to establish a democratic system 
with active popular participation; 
and lastly, to overcome in the long 
term the condition of economic un- 
derdevelopment. Agricultura1 deve- 
lopment is the strategy which has 
been chosen to achieve these goals, 
through an expansion oE the export 
sector (which is to provide the eco- 
nomic surplus which is necessary 
for development in the inedium and 
long trem) and the simultaneous ex- 
pansion of the domestic consump- 
tion sector (basic grains). A mixed 
economy, comprising the public sec- 
tor, the co-operative and small pro- 
duction sector, and the private sec- 
tor of medium and largc producers, 
is to play a fundamental role in the 
ful fillment of the this strategy. 
Tensions 
The Magreb currently finds itself 
in the concrete cultural and histori- 
cal situation characteristic of those 
countries which were unti1 recently 
subjected to colonial dependence or 
status as a Western protcctorate. 
These countries are being influen- 
ced by a process of self-knowledge 
through what has been called the 
((Islamic Renaissance~. This preno- 
menon does not necessarily mean. 
P o 1 i t ic a 1 transformations are 
oriented towards the creation of a 
type of state and political system 
which guarantees participation in 
the elaboration, management, and 
control of the policies adopted. Last 
September's election of a President 
and Vice-president, who now head 
the Legislative power, added to the 
earlier creation of participatory bo- 
dies at the base and intermediate 
levels, completes the profile of the 
new political system. 
The purpose of this paper is to de- 
fine the current socio-economic con- 
text of Nicaragua. We therefore first 
analyse the development srategy fo- 
llowed unti1 1979 and the reason f o ~  
its failure; secondly, we define the 
contents of the new stragey and sug- 
gets the difficulties if will encoun- 
ter; next, we draw a balance of the 
economic situation of the last 5 
years; and, lastly, we present some 
conclusions. 
the Magreb 
That these countries intent to cha- 
llenge the West; since this process 
aims above all to be a synthesis bet- 
ween tradition on the one hand, and 
the techonlogical and political inno- 
vation which these countries have 
experienced through their realtions 
with the European and North Ame- 
rican states. 
Tunis, Algeria, Morroco, Maurita- 
nia, and from a different perspective, 
Libya, appear at present to be un- 
dergoing this process. Despite this, 
it does not seen a possible in the 
short term to make an analysis of 
regional instability or catastrophe as 
a consequence. Neither is it possible 
to speak of imminent or sudden 
changes in the relations of the Ma- 
greb with the Western countries. 
- 
Nevertheless, the current confu- 
sion in this area has certainly been 
complicated, from the point of view 
of the equilibrium of forces that 
seems to exist between the coun- 
tries which make up the area, after 
the recent events originaiing in the 
Saharan war. From this arises im- 
mediately the image of a bipolar si- 
tuation in the Magreb with two 
heads clearly visible, Morocco and 
Algeria, which frame the other coun- 
tries of the area in they spheres of 
influence. 
se combinations does not suggest a 
perspective of permanent Stability, 
as both blocks encompass countries 
with very distinct ideological, econo- 
mic and even political interests. 
There are also systems of alliance 
and dependence which connect them 
with the outside world, and in par- 
ticular, white the superpower from 
which they receive a id . -~h i s  is not 
trivial when, for exemple, one is 
speaking of the Libya-Morocco part, 
given the intense antagonisms which 
separate the regimes of Gadaffi and 
Hassan. Tunis and Algeria also have 
differences which make it impossi- 
ble to unequivocably categorye them 
in a permanent form. Similar con- 
clusions result if we forms our ana- 
lysis on the ties established by 
these countries with third countries 
or with the superpower. Despite 
this, and keeping in mind the many 
existing differences, one can not 
In this way arises, on one side, the obviat; the reality of a common 
conglomeration formal by Morocco background oi  Magreb conscious- 
and Libya, opposed by the block ness, which constitute the major ele- 
made up of Algeria, Tunis and Mau- ment of unity between the countries 
ritania. Howewer, an analysis of the- of the area. 
Notes on the new cold war: from the 
"two-track" decisión tothe "star wars" 
Of the different theses concerning 
the origins of the new cold war (a 
concept which, although polemical, 
is useful for evaluating the histori- 
cal period which was initiated in 
1979), the most reasonable is that 
which considers this origin as, above 
all, political. Summariging we start 
from the idea that 1975 was the end 
of an historical period, which had 
been based on a series of assump- 
tions which were not to be repeated; 
so that an eventy such a;. the Helsin- 
ki Conference on European Secu- 
rity and Co-operation of 1975 was 
not the beginning of a new frame- 
work of international relations, but 
rother a project which entered en 
crisis as soon as it was born (but 
without knowing it). 
I five analyse the events occuring 
across the world, we see a series of 
problems whose central effects is a 
disequilibrium in the traditional 
spheres of influence, with conflicts 
in diverse areas of the periphery 
which immediately provoked an in- 
crease of tension in the central thea- 
ter of East-West confrontation: 
Europe. Beginning in 1975 the world 
has seen, among others, the follow- 
ing crises: 
- The U.S. defeat in Southeast Asia, 
with the withdrawal from Cam- 
bodia and Vietnam. 
- The fall of the Shah of dran an 
the rise of Komeini's brand of ra- 
dical Islam. 
- The fall of Somoza and the bru- 
tal reactivaion of the Control 
American crisis (Salvador, Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, Guatemala) a 
crisis with military aspects, ele- 
ments of negotiation, and ele- 
ments of negotiation, and ele- 
ments externa1 intervention (prin- 
cipally the U.S. intervention in 
favour of the cccontrass). 
- The invasion of Afganistan and 
the occurrence of <cintra-socialistn 
armed conflicts: Vietnam/Cani- 
bodia, VietnamIChina. 
- The Middle East conflict, parti- 
cularly the war of Lebanese in- 
tervention of June, 1982. 
- The Persean Golf war, begun at 
the end of 1980. 
Parallel to these events, Europe 
(with its East-West frontier fixed 
practically since the end of World 
War 11) continues being the focus 
of maximum tension between the 
blocks; althroug without gethaving 
produced an open war, wither con- 
liferation of interna1 crises within 
each block; and with failed attempts 
at dialogue -the outstanding exam- 
ples of which are firstly, the succesi- 
ve sessions of the European Confe- 
rence on Security and Co-operation 
in Helsinki, Belgrade, Madrid and 
S.tockholm; and secondly, the arms 
negotiations, both conventional and 
nuclear, which were suspended as of 
December 1983. 
The Polish crisis, and the 1980 
coup in Turkey, followed by a con- 
irolled and non-viable return to limi- 
ted democracy since 1983, can also 
be mentioned in this context. 
What complicates the evolutions 
of the new cold war is precisely the 
fact that the superpowers are enga- 
ged in a supremely complex re-defi- 
nition o€ international relations, in a 
situation in which tension accumu- 
lates in Europe (particularly due to 
the growth of both convcntional and 
nuclear arsenals); a tension which, 
more, is activated by local and re- 
gional wars and conflicts in the pe- 
riphery; conflicts which more and 
more have a greater autonomy and 
are further from immediate control 
or manipulation by the superpowers. 
The Middle East, the Iran-Iraq war, 
Khomeini's Radical Islam, are all 
examples of this type o phenome- 
non. But, in reality, these peripheral 
conflicsts have a cchorizontaln exten- 
sion, which globally affects the new 
cold war. With the Granada inter- 
vention, Reagan provoked by exanl- 
ple a hardening of the Soviet posture 
on the issue of Euromissiles. And 
ventional or nuclear; but with a pro- so on. 
The URSS as seen from "The lslamic 
Republic of Iran" 
Dar al-Islam, that is, the world of 
Islam and monotheism, and Dar al- 
Chirk, the world of imprety and ply- 
theisin. Theis is the world divided 
into two political camps from the 
point of view of Islamic jurispruden- 
ce, as can be read in a very official 
study, aThe Message of Islamn. 
For Dar al-Islam, the author un- 
derstands those countries and re- 
gions inhabited in the main by Mus- 
lims, although in certain cases the 
regions as such may not have {{either 
a regime or a government legitima- 
tely islamic,,. Dar al-Islam comprises 
the following sub-divisions: a legiti- 
mate Islamic sovereignty (ike the go- 
vernment of the prophet, of Ali C...) 
and like the Islanlic Re~ublic of 
Iran; a government xapparently 
just),, that is, gthose whose leaders 
laclc the necessary condition to gui- 
de and direct the community {(alt- 
hough ther are notn stained by ini- 
quitys (e.q. Libya, Algeria); a regime 
which aopenly flaunts its corruption 
or its dependence upon ungodly go- 
vernmentsn (no contemporary exam- 
ples ar given, though Turkey and 
Pakistan might be thought of); coun- 
tries endowed with a mercenary go- 
vernment, and institue by the po- 
\vers, as are the majority of the 
current governments of the Islamic 
world,, (Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Morocco, Afghanis- 
tan); and, finally, countries having 
an ungodly and anti-Islamic govern- 
ment, such as the British govern- 
ment in India, or the Sionis go- 
vernt dominating Palestine and the 
Lebanon. ~ T h e  duty of a legitima- 
te Islamic government), concludes 
A. Chacouri, ~consists in behaving 
according to the norms of peaceful 
co-existence as regards the govern- 
ments of the second order, but in re- 
lation to {{the governments of the 
third, fouth, and fifth orders, there 
is no other path {{to follow than to)) 
boycott them politically and fight 
them militarily(.. .). It would be ne- 
cessary to fight them unde the tan- 
ner of the ~ d j i i d a  or holywar, and 
liberate the occupied Islamic terri- 
tories. 
On the other hand, Dar al-Chirk, 
about wich the author does not pro- 
vide the same overall definition as 
for the first, would also exhibit its 
own divisions: Dar al-Harb which 
{{does not maintain any economic or 
political relations ( . . . ) (demostrates 
its) hostility towards Islam, or also 
(combats) militarily the Muslims* 
(e.q. the U.S., South Africa); dar al- 
'ahd {{whose inhabitants are the 
faithfully of one of the abolished 
religions (Christianity, Judaism, Zo- 
coastraism) and which have conclu- 
ded accords and treaties of friend- 
shing and co-operation with the Is- 
lamic government,; dar al-ha'iihada 
(treaty) or dar al-hadna (truce) 
acomprising those countries which 
have conclude friendly and peaceful 
relations whith the Islamic coun- 
tries, en terms of pacts and trea- 
ties of non-aggresseon+interferencen 
(eq. Korea, India); dar al-hayad (neu- 
trality) which includes athose coun- 
tries not engaged with eitherside of 
the two camps (Islamic and ungod- 
ly) and show themselves to be com- 
pletely neutrala. The duty of the Is- 
lamic government with respect to a 
regime of dar al-harb (war) acon- 
sists en at least breaking off politi- 
cal relations, and to fight them, if 
tey fight~. It should necessarily have 
a friedly relationship whit countries 
belongingto dar al-'ahd b u t ~  in the 
current conditions there are no 
countrjes which have contracteds 
accords of cccollaborationa and of 
ecfrie~~dsl~ip),. Finally, git is natural 
that Islam expects to have ccwith the 
countries of dar-al-hayadn relations 
conforming with the teachings of the 
Koran, og Figh, in attracting the 
hearts of the Muslims (...), and in 
protecting them economically. 
A thought certain Muslim coun- 
tries such as Sadat's Egiypt or Hus- 
sein's Jordan as well as non-Muslim 
countries such as the United States 
or SOuth Africa find their place in 
this scherne, the same can not be 
send of the the USSR. The USSR is 
nowhereere mentioned by name. Mo- 
reover, it is l e s ~  frequently directly 
indicated in the speeches and wri- 
tings of Islamic leaders than are the 
United States. Howewer, the fact 
that the Muslims are only a mino- 
rity in the USSR (but capable of 
turning the demographic equili- 
brium to their advantage around the 
year 2.000, according to certain esti- 
mates), the allusion to a treaty (of 
a o n  jnterference)) and ccnon-aggres- 
sion)) is is true, while the Soviet-Iran 
treaty of 1921 didn't really show 
these characteristics) and the pla- 
cing of Nor Korea (from which Iran 
buys a good part of its arms) in this 
category, allow the possibility that 
the USSR could be classified in this 
schema among the countries of dor 
al-malAhada, a category which is ra- 
ther funny. On the other hand fact 
that the Soviet non finds itself en- 
volved in an aggressions againts a 
Muslinm-inhabited country, moreo- 
ver, a neighbour of Iran; an dthe 
implicit and sometimes explicit de- 
signation in official Iranian speeches 
and writing of the Great Northern 
neeghbour as an enemy to struggle 
against, makes it difficult and risky 
to classify the USSR in this cate- 
gory. 
